December 31, 2011

Parasha: Vayigash - “And he drew near”

Torah: Genesis 44: 18-47:27

Haftarah: Ezekiel 37:15-28

Gospel: Luke 6:12-16

ISRAEL’S FAMILY REUNION

Finally, the moment we have been waiting for took place. Yosef revealed who he was, but it did not take place until Judah gathered enough courage to address this powerful ruler and inform him of their family’s history. Y’hudah was a born leader; outspoken and decisive. He also was true to the promise he had made to father Jacob. The time had come for Judah to offer himself to become Yosef’s slave in the place of Benjamin. Many years later, Yehuda’s great Descendant, Yeshua our Messiah, offered Himself as a sacrifice for many. However, for Him it meant a cruel death at the execution stake, after being ridiculed and tortured, so that we could be set free and have life everlasting.

This last Parasha on our western calendar also informs us about how Jacob did not believe his sons when they told him that Yosef was alive and well; was invited by Pharaoh to come to Egypt, and decided to go and see Yosef. On his way to Egypt Israel tells YHVH that he is afraid. A divine promise is given the elderly father and upon reaching Egypt Yosef welcomed him and they embraced with tears of joy. 

Y’hudah Steps Forward

Then Y’hudah approached Yosef and said, “Please, my lord! Let your servant say something to you privately; and don’t be angry with your servant, for you are like Pharaoh himself” (Genesis 44:18).

After Yosef had declared that Benjamin would stay behind as his slave for allegedly stealing Yosef‘s silver cup, Y’hudah had taken the blame. However, Yosef had insisted that only the guilty person would become his slave. Judging by the tone of Y’hudah’s words, he seemed to have come to the end of his endurance. In the longest speech of Genesis, Y’hudah carefully avoids offending the Egyptian ruler, but he certainly gives him the reason why his elderly father could not be robbed of his youngest son. Y’hudah may have spoken in a controlled manner, but his eyes may have been blazing with indignation.

It is interesting that Y’hudah did not mention Benjamin’s ten sons and their grief if he would be enslaved by Yosef, but only of Jacob’s sorrow. It is explained that parents’ love for their children is far greater than children’s love for their parents. Y’hudah did mention that the viceroy had not kept his promise. Yosef had said that he wanted to see their youngest brother, but now he wanted to keep him. Y’hudah’s speech may have been a warning of what could happen to this Egyptian ruler if Benjamin would be detained. In Abraham’s days Pharaoh and his household had been severely punished by YHVH for detaining Sarah.

Yosef’s heart must have been touched to the core when he heard his brother’s courageous words in defence of Benjamin. Yosef also detected that there was no animosity against their youngest brother but instead, he observed a heart-warming concern for their elderly father. In loving sacrifice Y’hudah offered himself up to stay as slave in place of Benjamin. Years later, Yeshua Messiah said the greatest love is shown when a person “lays down his life for his friends” (John 15:13). Yosef then had the answer to his questions concerning his brothers. They had indeed changed and would not treat Benjamin in the manner they had dealt with him.

Yosef Identifies Himself

At last Yosef could no longer control his feelings in front of his attendants and cried, “Get everybody away from me!” …He wept aloud, and the Egyptians heard, and Pharaoh’s household heard. Yosef said to his brothers, “I am Yosef! Is it true that my father is still alive?” His brothers couldn’t answer him; they were so dumbfounded at seeing him. (Genesis 45:1a, 2, 3).

When Yosef identified himself to his brothers they must have been shaking in their boots. They had experienced this guy’s unreasonable accusations and demands, but was he now going to unleash his pent up fury at them? What were they to do? They were totally within his power. To their great surprise, Yosef reminded them in soothing words that they had been the ones that had sold him into Egypt, not to blame them but to prove to them that he really was their brother.

Yosef’s words of comfort and forgiveness that followed show the heart of a true servant of YHVH. For years he had suffered undeservedly, but did not hold a grudge against the brothers who had caused it. After Yosef’s words, “I am Yosef”, YHVH’s master plan was made clear to the brothers. Everything that had happened in the last twenty-two years seemed to come into perspective. YHVH had turned all the wrongs to good, so that His long-range plan for His people could be executed. One day, when our Master Yeshua will come again, He will say to His brothers who rejected Him, “I am Yeshua; I am ADONAI (Lord)”.  Israel’s veil will then be lifted and they will understand everything that has taken place in their history.

Yosef’s attitude of forgiveness must have amazed the brothers. He could have blamed them for all the years of his young life spent in slavery and prison, but instead he speaks lovingly to them, telling them not to blame themselves. What a beautiful picture of forgiveness! At times it is difficult to forgive when hurtful blows are inflicted and we don’t understand why. Many of us have suffered unfair accusations, or emotional pain, even from our own family and fellow believers. The way the evil one will lash out at us is often through those we love the most. But the way we choose to deal with the pain that comes with the test is up to us. 

We can nurse our wounds and lock ourselves in a prison of unforgiveness, where we grow bitterer as time goes on. That reaction will destroy life and make us ignore the blessings we receive from our loving heavenly Father. He will never allow us to bear more sorrow than we can handle. He is our strength and our very present Help in trouble, because He loves us. It is a great comfort to know that our Father in heaven is aware of everything that attacks us, and He says, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay” (Romans 12:19, quoting Deuteronomy 32:35). According to Romans 12:21 we actually need to go a step further than forgiving; “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good”. This takes willpower and obedience, which will be proof that we are true followers of our Master Yeshua Messiah, Who taught that if we refuse to forgive others, neither will we receive forgiveness from our heavenly Father. 

Ya’acov reunited with Yosef

Yosef prepared his chariot and went up to Goshen to meet Isra’el his father. He presented himself to him, embraced him and wept on his neck for a long time. Then Isra’el said to Yosef, “Now I can die, because I have seen your face and seen that you are still alive” (Genesis 46: 29-30).

What a reunion it must have been! Father Ya’acov must have been thanking YHVH at the moment he embraced his beloved, long lost Yosef. On his way to Egypt Ya’acov had become apprehensive and afraid of the long term consequences of this move. Was he perhaps afraid that they would never return to the Land promised to their fathers, and therefore forfeit their God-given purpose? Therefore he had stopped at Beer Sheva to offer a sacrifice and worship YHVH. That night, YHVH spoke to him and assured Ya’acov that it was alright to go and see Yosef. A beautiful promise was given to this elderly man; “Have no fear of descending to Egypt, for I shall establish you as a great nation there. I shall descend with you to Egypt, and I shall also surely bring you up…” (Gen. 46:3, 4). With that promise in mind, Ya’acov could go in peace.

Yosef had obtained permission from Pharaoh to settle his family in Goshen, a very fertile part of Egypt. There they prospered and multiplied greatly, while Yosef faithfully continued to take care of the economy of Egypt. He provided food for the population and amassed great wealth for Pharaoh.

Before we leave the intriguing story of Yosef and his family, we want to emphasize once more the parallels between Yosef and Yeshua Messiah:

Yosef Parallels Yeshua

Gen.37:3 His father loved him dearly Matthew 3:17

37:2 A shepherd of his father’s sheep John 10:11, 27-29

37: 13, 14 Sent by father to brothers Hebrews 2:11

37:4 Hated by his brothers John 7: 4, 5

37: 20 Others plotted to harm them John 11: 53

37: 26 Taken to Egypt Matthew 2: 14, 15

39:7 Tempted Matthew 4: 1 

37: 23 Robes taken from them John 19: 23, 24

37: 28 Sold for the price of a slave Matthew 26: 15

39: 20 Bound in chains Matthew 27: 2

39: 16-18 Falsely accused Matthew 26: 59, 60

40: 2, 3 Found himself with two other prisoners, one was saved and the other lost Luke    
  23: 32

41: 46 Both 30 years old at the beginning of public ministry Luke 3: 23

41: 41 Exalted after suffering Philippians 2: 9-11

45: 1-15 Forgave those who wronged them Luke 23:34

45: 7 Saved their nation Matthew 1:21

50: 20 What men did to hurt them YHVH turned to good 1 Corinthians 2: 7, 8

As we approach a new year on the western calendar, we are eagerly awaiting the return of our wonderful Savior. Will 2012 be the year when our Messiah will appear in great glory with His holy angels? When He, Who was despised, falsely accused and sold as a slave will appear to “all flesh”, “every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that He, Yeshua Messiah is ADONAI, to the glory of the Father” ( Philippians 2: 10). With great glory Yeshua will reign in righteousness as “King of kings and Lord of lords” (Revelation 19:16). Wishing you YHVH’s continued blessing and protection, I join you in the prayer, “Come, Lord Yeshua!”

Shabbat Shalom

Ann

Sources: ArtScroll Chumash and the Life Application Bible Commentary. 

