October 9th, 2010

Parasha Noach - “Noah”

Torah: Genesis 6:9-11:32

Haftarah: Is. 54:1-55:5

Gospel: Matthew 24:36-46

FROM NOACH TO ABRAM

God’s beautiful, perfect world had become contaminated and polluted through sin. During the ten generations since Adam, it is said that mankind had become so corrupted, even to the point of practicing bestiality, that YHVH had come to regret that He had made them. Then followed robbery and violence. The Hebrew word for violence is chamas and we recognize in this the name Hamas, the violent terrorist group that fights Israel. 

The last man born during Adam’s lifetime was Lamech, and 126 years after Adam’s death Lamech’s son Noach was born. Despite growing up in a corrupt, evil society, Noach was a man who walked with God and had found grace in His eyes. At age 600, he was told by YHVH to build an enormous boat on dry land, far from a body of water, which would have been viewed as ridiculous by his neighbours, but he obeyed anyway. 

This week’s lesson teaches about the ark, the flood, a renewed earth, YHVH’s covenant with Noach, the Tower of Babel, and the introduction of Abram. The miracle of this parasha is that, in the midst of gross immorality and crime, Noah had an established relationship with YHVH. This man is the first to be called tzadik (righteous) and it is also the first time that the term tzadik is mentioned in the Bible.

Noah and the Flood

“These are the offspring of Noah - Noah was a righteous man, perfect in his generations; Noah walked with God - Noah had begotten three sons; Shem, Ham and Japheth. Now the earth had become corrupt before God; and the earth had become filled with robbery. And God saw the earth and behold it was corrupted, for all flesh had corrupted its way upon the earth” (Genesis 6:9-12).

Our lesson begins by telling us that Noah had sons, and that he was a righteous man, but nothing is said about the spiritual condition of his family. Surely it was God’s grace that gave Noah the resolve to obey Him and actually begin to build this huge boat that was bigger than a football field. He walked step by step by faith, a living example to his generation. This may cause us to ask the question, “What kind of influence am I in today’s world, or am I being influenced by it?”

As believers in Yeshua Messiah we cannot expect to bring radical changes into the moral fibre of our society, but we can be a light in a dark world. We can pray for opportunities to speak of YHVH’s greatness and love toward us. We can live in an attitude of thanksgiving for all that He has done for us in Yeshua Messiah, and we can help those that are in need.

We can imagine what the neighbors and perhaps even Noah’s sons had to say about the Ark project. During the many years it took to finish the job in the midst of a very corrupt and sinful environment, Noah must have had some very difficult and perhaps doubtful moments. He must have warned his neighbors about the coming judgment, but apparently without results because no one took him seriously. Yet, the Ark would be the only means by which anyone could be saved from drowning in the torrents of the mighty flood.

Is this not a picture of mankind’s situation today? The Ark is a picture of salvation by faith in Yeshua Messiah. No human being can be saved outside trusting in Yeshua’s sacrifice and resurrection. It is not God’s will that anyone should perish, but He has given every human being the choice to either trust in Him and receive eternal life, or be lost forever. In Revelation we read, “And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire” (Rev. 20:15). YHVH is holy and patient, but He is also just in all His ways. Therefore He cannot wink at sin and pretend that all is well, something a righteous Judge cannot do. It would be a contradiction to His Holy Being. 

The Ark was built to YHVH’s specifications and seven days before the Flood began, God told Noah to enter the Ark with his family and the selected animals that would come to Noah to be sheltered in the Ark. Up to this point, the Torah spoke of Elohim, indicating God’s Attribute of Justice, but here He is called YHVH, the God of Mercy. It was His mercy that saved Noah and his family. On his 600th birthday, the rain and floods came, and the Ark was lifted up and drifted on the surface of the waters, while all the rest of mankind and the animals drowned.

The wickedness of the people had hidden God’s glory on earth. It had caused Him to wash the earth with the flood and start all over. The flood actually returned the earth to the chaotic watery state that existed at the start of the original Creation. YHVH could have started all over with a brand new world, but He chose to cleanse, redeem, and repair the broken one. Later on, when Israel had been unfaithful to their God, He spoke of redemption through the prophet Isaiah; “‘Fear not, you worm Jacob, You men of Israel! I will help you,’ said the LORD and your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel” (Isa. 41:14).

The Covenant

“And God said to Noah and to his sons with him saying: ‘And as for Me, behold, I establish My covenant with you and with your offspring after you, and with every living being that is with you…of all that departed the Ark, to every beast of the land. And I will confirm My covenant with you. Never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth’” (Gen. 9:8-11).

When Noah and his family stepped out of the Ark onto the dry ground of a deserted earth, YHVH made him a promise that the earth will never again be flooded. Yet, He did not say that there would never be local floods. Pharaoh’s army found that out when the Sea of Reeds was flooded and they drowned after Israel had crossed on dry ground. Many people think that God will never again destroy the earth, but we read in 2 Peter 10; “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.”

YHVH’s covenant made with Noah was the first in the Scriptures, followed by the covenants with Abraham Isaac, Jacob, Israel at Mt. Sinai, David, etc. However, many Christians will tell you that the “New Covenant” Yeshua spoke of, superseded, or cancelled all the other covenants. How can that be? Do we read anywhere in the Scriptures that YHVH ever changed His mind on what He had ordained?

First of all, the covenant made with Abraham did not invalidate the covenant made with Noah. Neither did the covenant with Jacob cancel the covenant with Abraham. Rather, they increased in scope. David Stern said in his commentary on the New Testament: “The word ‘new’ is not found in all the manuscripts of Matthew 26:28. In any case, the Messiah is here establishing the New Covenant promised to the Jewish people in Jeremiah 31:31-34. This New Covenant does not revoke God’s previous covenants. Rather, all five of God’s major covenants - made through Noach, Abraham, Moses, David and Yeshua - remain in force today.”

Noah lived another three hundred fifty years after the Flood. He was born 126 years after Adam’s death in the year 1056 after Creation. The flood took place in 1656 and Noah died in the year 2006. Abraham was born in 1949 (interesting that Israel became a nation in 1948 C.E). Abraham would have known Noah and was 58 years old when Noah died.

The Tower of Babel

“And they said, ‘Come let us build us a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed across the whole earth’”(11:4).

The year was 1996 from Creation, 340 years after the Flood. Noah and his sons had indeed been fruitful and multiplied during those years. The people had settled in a valley in present-day Iraq and would have been told about the Flood and the miraculous salvation of their fore-fathers. Yet, had anyone listened? That generation should have remembered how all the ungodly had perished, but Torah tells us that those people actually wanted to dethrone God and deny Him the right to the heavens. 

Torah also teaches; “The whole earth was of one language and of common purpose” (11:1). That sounds very peaceful, but very deceiving because the people were waging a war against heaven. Despite the fact that Noah and Abraham were living among them, the godless people were denying God’s sovereignty and very intent on making a name for themselves by building a monument to their own perceived greatness. 

The Tower of Babel was a great human achievement - a wonder of the world. But it was a monument to the people themselves. We often build monuments to ourselves (expensive clothes, big house, fancy car, or important job) to call attention to our achievements. These may not be wrong in themselves, but when we use them to give us identity and self-worth, we neglect to give glory to our Father in heaven, Who grants us all these blessings.

That which the ungodly people had feared actually came to pass. The unity they had wanted to protect at all cost was destroyed by the LORD. God confused their language and they could not understand each other any longer. From there they were scattered all over the world. 

The Rest of the Story

After the Tower of Babel account, this week’s Torah lesson ends with the genealogy of Shem, Noah’s son. It was through the line of Shem that Abraham was born. There were ten generations from Adam to Noah and ten generations from Noah to Abraham. This shows the great patience of YHVH. He had been looking for a man who would trust in Him and obey Him. Finally, in Abraham, God found His man. 

Abraham grew up in Ur, an important city in the ancient world. The city carried on an extensive trade with its neighbours and had a vast library. Therefore we may assume that Abraham was well educated. The last words in this lesson tell us that Abraham’s father Terah died. It was the year 2083 from Creation, many years after Abraham had left his father in Haran. At this time Isaac was already thirty-five years old. From now on the biblical story of mankind becomes the story of Abraham and his descendants.

The Haftarah

“Sing out, O barren one, who has not given birth, break out into glad song and be jubilant, O one who had no labour pains, for the children of the desolate [Jerusalem] outnumber the children of the inhabited [city], said ADONAI. Broaden the place of your tent and stretch out the curtains of your dwellings…” (Is.54:1-3).

The prophet Isaiah had been called by YHVH to warn His people of coming danger and judgment. However, in the last 27 chapters of this book we find words of comfort and hope. God’s people had been unfaithful and were disciplined, but YHVH’s anger would not last forever. In these verses Jerusalem is encouraged to rejoice because more people would come back to her to find a place to live. This is already taking place in our day.

God made a promise to Noah that He never broke (Gen.9:8-17). He also promised Israel that the time would come when He would cease to rebuke her, would restore her wealth, and would personally teach her children. And we know that He keeps His word. We already see evidence in the many accomplishments achieved by Israel on many levels.

The Gospel

“But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the son of Man be” (Matt. 24:37).

Just like the Flood came unexpectedly, due to ignored warnings, so will our Master Yeshua come in great glory when ungodly people are all absorbed by their worldly activities. However, for those that are eagerly looking for His return it will be a day of great rejoicing. Messiah’s coming will be swift and sudden. There will be no opportunity for last-minute afterthought, repentance or bargaining. The choice you make now will determine your eternal destiny. 

“And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work” (Rev. 22:12).

Shabbat Shalom

Ann Stephens, BTh., M.Min.
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